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Blending the improvisational language of jazz with an ever-expanding palette of acoustic and electric sounds,

Pawel Ignatowicz has developed a distinctive musical voice rooted in jazz while drawing freely from rock, world

music, electric textures, jazz fusion, and contemporary instrumental traditions. At the heart of his artistic ap‐

proach lies a fascination with sound itself—continually exploring new timbres, textures, and instrumental possi‐

bilities to expand the expressive palette of the guitar.

Born in Żywiec, Poland, and based in New York City since 2005, Ignatowicz grew up in a musical household where

his father—a multi-instrumentalist—introduced him to traditions ranging from the folk music of the Highlanders

of the Beskid Żywiecki region to New Orleans Dixieland Jazz. This early exposure to diverse musical cultures laid

the foundation for an artistic philosophy rooted in curiosity, openness, and a lifelong search for new musical

possibilities.

He began his formal music education at the age of eight at the Polish National Music School, studying clarinet

before expanding his studies to piano and saxophone. At the age of ten, he discovered the guitar, which quickly

became his primary artistic voice. He later earned a Master's Degree in Music from the University of Silesia in

Katowice, specializing in jazz guitar under Professor Karol Ferfecki.

Today, Ignatowicz's instrumental palette extends beyond the traditional guitar, encompassing electric, steel-

string acoustic, nylon-string, twelve-string, and fretless guitars, guitar synthesizers, and electric sitar. Whether

performing on traditional or electric instruments, he approaches each as a means of expanding his musical vo‐

cabulary rather than showcasing technology for its own sake. Sound, texture, and color are integral composition‐

al elements in his work, shaping the emotional character of every performance and recording.

His compositions weave together jazz, fusion, rock, drum and bass, Latin, Indian, and minimalist influences into a

highly personal musical language. While embracing stylistic diversity, his music remains deeply rooted in impro‐

visation, lyricism, and the expressive tradition of jazz. Rather than treating genres as boundaries, Ignatowicz

views them as interconnected sources of inspiration that naturally coexist within his compositions.

His artistic influences range from Miles Davis, John Coltrane, Herbie Hancock, and Pat Metheny to Jimi Hendrix,

Frank Zappa, Steve Vai, Queen, and Steve Reich. Rather than following any single tradition, he draws from this

wide spectrum of influences to create music that is technically refined, emotionally expressive, and unmistak‐

ably his own.

After relocating to New York City in 2005, Ignatowicz established himself as a performer, composer, producer,

and educator. Alongside his performing and recording career, he has remained deeply committed to music edu‐



cation for more than twenty-five years, mentoring students of all ages in both Poland and the United States and

helping to inspire the next generation of musicians.

Throughout his career, Ignatowicz has collaborated with numerous acclaimed musicians, including John

Benitez, Richie Cannata, Ari Hoenig, Matt Penman, Chris Tordini, Glenn Zaleski, Edward Perez, Ferenc Nemeth,

Colin Stranahan, Mark Whitfield Jr., Julian Shore, Rick Rosato, Joe Martin, Benito Gonzalez, Luques Curtis, Dana

Hawkins, Adam Bałdych, Piotr Wyleżoł, and Ofri Nehemya.

He released his debut album, Talk To You Later in 2008 and composed the original score for Rafał Janus's feature

film Double Breath in 2011. His second album, Here and Now (2017), further expanded his sonic palette, bringing

together acoustic and electric instruments in a cohesive musical statement featuring Ferenc Nemeth, Julian

Shore, Edward Perez, and Jonathan Singer.

As a performer, Ignatowicz has appeared at many distinguished venues, including The Django, 55 Bar, Blues Alley,

and Chris' Jazz Café, as well as at the United Nations in New York for International Spanish Language Day and at

the Greenpoint Jazz Festival in Brooklyn.

In 2023, he was honored with the title of "Ambassador of the City of Żywiec" by the authorities of his hometown in

recognition of his artistic achievements and his contribution to promoting the city's cultural heritage. He was

also invited by the Polish Ambassador in Washington, D.C., to perform during the 25th Anniversary celebration of

the Fall of Communism in Poland.

Whether composing, performing, producing, or teaching, Ignatowicz continues to pursue a singular artistic vi‐

sion—one in which melody, improvisation, and an ever-evolving exploration of sound remain at the heart of his

creative work.
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